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Dublin Core Site
DSpace
http://www.dspace.org
DSpace is a joint venture launched in 2002 between the MIT Libraries and Hewlett-Packard to create a common space that is open to libraries, research facilities, business, educational institutions and even the individual user to preserve and distribute information in a digital format. It not only captures new materials but is transforming archival material. It is an open source system that can be used with UNIX or LINUX and can be customized to meet the needs of the user. It can be customised to operate with an institution's existing systems.  The open source software is managed by a community that releases new versions. The DSpace project has become popular enough to support Service Providers who create and maintain a space for institutions. 
Services being built by institutions include repositories, learning object repositories, eTheses, electronic record management, digital preservation and publishing. Spaces can accommodate documents, books theses, data sets, computer programs, modeling, audio files, video files, digital library collections, web pages, etc. Copyright management is attained through the use of Creative Commons licenses. A list of instances, the vocabulary used by Dspace as opposed to site or institution, of Dspace is available at http://wiki.dspace.org/index.php//DspaceInstances . The University of Wisconsin Milwaukee has a Dspace however I found only 5 entries in October of 2006 and no other entries. 
Content can be exported out of DSpace. The format is XML- encoding of the content and its metadata. Currently DSpace supports only the Dublin Core metadata element set with a few qualifications conforming to the library application profile. A list of Dublin Core elements and qualifiers used is available at http://www.dspace.org/technology/metadata.html . Currently, the system requires that every item have a Dublin Core record. Three types of Metadata are used, Descriptive Metadata which is held in the Dublin Core record, Administrative Metadata which is primarily held in a DBMS but is also repeated in the Dublin Core record for ease of access, and Structural Metadata which is currently used to for data presentation and is stored in bitstreams and bundles.  
"The exact Dublin Core elements and qualifiers that are used can be configured by editing the Dublin Core registry. This can either be done at install-time, by editing [dspace]/config/registries/dublin-core-types.xml, or at run-time using the administration Web UI. However, note that some elements and qualifiers must be present for DSpace to function correctly since they are used for various purposes by the code. Details are in the relevant .xml file."   - http://www.dspace.org/technology/system-docs/configure.html
The joint MIT and Hewlett-Packard project impressed me with its alliance of a traditional Business entity and an academic library. So often missing in library endeavors and their projects is the influence of entities external to the library environment. A traditionally bureaucratic institution does nothing to endear itself to society if it only evolves within its own structure. Such isolation leads to a self involved entity which does not integrate well into society. This is particularly dangerous for libraries striving to compete with information businesses. Equally as impressive is its open source structure which leads the way for creating an affordable infrastructure digital data storage and retrieval.     
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